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AN ACT relating to local government redistricting. 

Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky: 

Section 1.   KRS 67.045 is amended to read as follows: 

(1) For the purposes of this section the word "district" shall mean: 

(a) Justice's of the peace district in counties having a fiscal court composed of the 

county judge/executive and the justices of the peace; 

(b) County commissioner's district in counties having a fiscal court composed of 

the county judge/executive and three (3) county commissioners; or 

(c) Justice's of the peace district in counties having a fiscal court composed of the 

county judge/executive and three (3) county commissioners established 

according to KRS 67.060. 

(2) In counties where the members of the county fiscal court are nominated or elected 

by districts, the boundaries of those districts shall be drawn so that the districts are 

compact, contiguous, and the population of each district shall be as nearly equal as 

is reasonably possible. 

(3) In counties where the fiscal court consists of the county judge/executive and three 

(3) county commissioners established according to KRS 67.060, the justice of the 

peace districts shall be coextensive with the three (3) county commissioner districts. 

(4) (a) Except as provided in paragraph (b) of this subsection, the fiscal court shall 

initiate redistricting[reapportionment] proceedings in May of the first year 

following the decennial census of the United States. 

(b) In lieu of initiating redistricting proceedings in May of the first year 

following the decennial census of the United States, the fiscal court may 

defer redistricting its districts until after the General Assembly has 

redistricted the Kentucky senatorial and representative districts, provided 

that the fiscal court shall initiate redistricting proceedings no later than 

May of the third year following each decennial census of the United States. 
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(c) The fiscal court may, at other times, review the district boundaries and shall 

initiate redistricting[reapportionment] proceedings if the district boundaries 

are in violation of subsection (2) of this section. 

(5) To initiate a redistricting[reapportionment] proceeding, the fiscal court shall 

publish notice of the planned redistricting[reapportionment] in accordance with 

KRS Chapter 424 and appoint three (3) competent citizens of the county over 

twenty-one (21) years of age, and residing in different districts, and the county clerk 

as a nonvoting member as commissioners to redistrict[reapportion] the county into 

not less than three (3) nor more than eight (8) justices' districts in counties having a 

fiscal court composed of the county judge/executive and the justices of the peace or 

three (3) commissioner's districts in counties having a fiscal court composed of the 

county judge/executive and county commissioners. The commissioners, before they 

proceed to act, shall be sworn to faithfully perform their duties. They shall receive 

out of the county treasury a reasonable compensation for their services, fixed by the 

fiscal court. 

(6) The commissioners shall, within sixty (60) days after their appointment, lay off the 

boundary lines of the districts. They shall file in the office of the county clerk and 

with each member of the fiscal court a written report, showing the boundary of each 

district and the estimated population in each. Within sixty (60) days of the receipt of 

the report, the fiscal court shall consider the report of the commissioners and, in 

accordance with the provisions of KRS 67.075 to 67.077, adopt or amend the report 

in establishing the districts. In no event shall districts be redistricted[reapportioned] 

during the period from thirty (30) days prior to the last date for filing for candidacy 

for county office as provided in KRS 118.165 and the regular election for 

candidates for county office. 

(7) Precinct lines shall be redrawn when necessary in accordance with the provisions of 

KRS 117.055. No precinct shall be in more than one (1) district. 
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(8) Within twenty (20) days of the establishment of the districts by the fiscal court, any 

registered voter of the county may bring an action in the Circuit Court to enforce the 

provisions of this section. The Circuit Court shall hear the action and, on a finding 

that the fiscal court has violated the provisions of this section, remand the matter to 

the fiscal court. The Circuit Court, in its discretion, may allow the prevailing party, 

other than the fiscal court, a reasonable attorney's fee, to be paid from the county 

treasury, as part of the costs. 

Section 2.   KRS 67.050 is amended to read as follows: 

(1) Any county may have a fiscal court consisting of the county judge/executive and 

three (3) commissioners elected from the county at large. To ascertain whether the 

county desires to have county commissioners, the county judge/executive, upon an 

application by written petition signed by registered voters of the county equal in 

number to at least fifteen percent (15%) of the total number of votes cast in the 

county in the preceding presidential election or one thousand two hundred (1,200) 

registered voters of the county, whichever is less, shall enter an order on his order 

book calling an election to submit to the legal voters of the county the following 

question: "Are you for or against having a fiscal court composed of three (3) 

commissioners and the county judge/executive?" The order shall be entered at the 

next regular term after the petition is filed, and shall direct the election to be held at 

the next regular election to be held in the county if the order is filed with the county 

clerk not later than the second Tuesday in August preceding the day of the regular 

election. The county clerk shall give to the sheriff or other officer appointed to hold 

the election a certified copy of the order within five (5) days after the order is made, 

and the sheriff or other officer shall have the order published pursuant to KRS 

Chapter 424 and in addition advertise it by printed handbills posted at one (1) or 

more conspicuous places in each precinct in the county for the length of time that 

publication is required, stating when the election will be held and the purpose 
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thereof. 

(2) All such elections shall be held under the general election laws. No such election 

shall be held in any county more often than once in four (4) years. 

(3) Any county that has voted in favor of having county commissioners may return to 

its prior form of government by following the same procedures as provided in 

subsections (1) and (2) of this section, by which it chose to have county 

commissioners. A petition for an election on a return to a fiscal court composed of 

justices of the peace and the county judge/executive shall state a proposed number 

of justices of the peace. The question to be submitted to the voters shall be in the 

following form: "Are you in favor of a return to a fiscal court composed of the 

county judge/executive and (insert the proposed number of justices) justices of the 

peace who shall represent specific districts within the county?" 

(4) If a majority of the votes cast at an election held under subsection (3) of this section 

are in favor of a return to a fiscal court composed of justices of the peace and the 

county judge/executive, the fiscal court shall, if necessary, initiate proceedings to 

redistrict[reapportion] the justices districts, and such redistricting[reapportionment] 

shall conform to the requirements of KRS 67.045. The change in the composition of 

the fiscal court shall become effective upon the assumption of office of justices of 

the peace elected at the next regular election for that office. 

Section 3.   KRS 67C.103 is amended to read as follows: 

(1) The legislative authority of a consolidated local government, except as otherwise 

specified in KRS 67C.101 to 67C.137, shall be vested in a consolidated local 

government council. The members of the council shall be nominated and elected by 

district. There shall be only one (1) council member elected from each council 

district. 

(2) There shall be twenty-six (26) council districts. The initial boundaries, population, 

and numerical designation of the council districts shall be as specified by KRS 
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67C.135. The population of the council districts shall be as nearly equal as is 

reasonably possible. For any newly consolidated local governments whose officials 

take office in 2003, upon taking office, the legislative council may take action to 

adjust the boundaries and population of the districts in order to equalize the 

population of the districts which may have changed as a result of recent census 

information. Any changes made to alter the boundaries of council districts shall be 

based on the population of the county as determined by the most recent United 

States Census or official census estimates as provided by the United States Bureau 

of the Census. 

(3) Following the official publication of each decennial census by the United States 

Bureau of the Census for the area embraced by a consolidated local government, the 

council shall adopt an ordinance, if necessary, to redistrict the council districts 

according to the time periods established in subsection (5) of Section 4 of this 

Act. A redistricting ordinance shall provide for the distribution of population among 

the council districts as nearly equal as is reasonably possible. Every council district 

shall be compact and contiguous and shall respect existing neighborhood, 

community, and city boundaries whenever possible. 

(4) The consolidated local government council members shall serve for a term of four 

(4) years beginning on the first Monday in January following their election except 

that the initial election of council members shall be in a manner as to provide for 

staggered terms for council members. At the initial election of the members of a 

consolidated local government council, those representing even-numbered districts 

shall be elected for a two (2) year term. Those representing odd-numbered districts 

shall be elected for a four (4) year term. Thereafter, all council members shall be 

elected for four (4) year terms. 

(5) The members of a consolidated local government council shall be nominated and 

elected from the district in which they reside in partisan elections. After the initial 
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terms of office of the first elected council members, council members shall be 

elected in the same election years as other local government officials as regulated by 

the regular election laws of the Commonwealth and as provided in subsection (4) of 

this section. 

(6) No person shall be eligible to serve as a member of a consolidated local government 

council unless he or she is at least eighteen (18) years old, a qualified voter, and a 

resident within the territory of the consolidated local government and the district 

that he or she seeks to represent for at least one (1) year immediately prior to the 

person's election. A council member shall continue to reside within the district from 

which he or she was elected throughout the term of office. 

(7) The presiding officer of a consolidated local government council shall be a 

president who shall be chosen annually by a majority vote of the entire council from 

among its members at the first meeting of the council in January. The council 

president has the right to introduce any resolution or recommend any ordinance and 

shall be entitled to vote on all matters. 

(8) The consolidated local government council shall upon notice meet within seven (7) 

days after its members have taken office, and shall thereafter hold at least two (2) 

regular meetings per month. No newspaper notice shall be required for regular or 

special meetings of the consolidated local government council. However, notice of 

all meetings of the council and all meetings of committees of the council shall be 

held pursuant to KRS 61.805 to 61.850. 

(9) A majority of the members of the consolidated local government council shall 

constitute a quorum, but a smaller number may adjourn from day to day. The 

consolidated local government council may enforce the attendance of members by 

rules or ordinances with appropriate fines. The mayor or two-thirds (2/3) of the 

entire membership of the council may call a special meeting at any time. Meetings 

shall be held in such places in the county as are provided by ordinance, and the 
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place of meetings shall not be changed except by an ordinance for which two-thirds 

(2/3) of the members of the consolidated local government council have voted. 

(10) The council shall determine its own rules and order of business, and keep and 

provide a public record of its proceedings. The council shall provide for the 

publication of all ordinances in a composite code of ordinances. 

(11) Council ordinances that prescribe penalties for their violation shall be enforced 

through the entire area of the consolidated local government unless: 

(a) Otherwise provided by statute; or 

(b) The legislative body of any city within the consolidated local government area 

has adopted an ordinance pertaining to the same subject matter that is the 

same as or more stringent than the standards set forth in the consolidated local 

government's ordinance. 

(12) In the case of a vacancy on the consolidated local government council by reason of 

death, resignation, or removal, the council by majority vote of the membership of 

the council shall elect a qualified resident of the council district not later than thirty 

(30) days after the date the vacancy occurs. Should the council fail to elect, by 

majority vote of the membership of the council, a qualified person to fill the 

vacancy within thirty (30) days, the mayor of the consolidated local government 

shall fill the vacancy by appointment of a qualified person for the unexpired term. 

(13) All legislative powers of a consolidated local government are vested in the 

consolidated local government council. The term "legislative power" is to be 

construed broadly and shall include the power to: 

(a) Enact ordinances, orders, and resolutions, and override a veto of the mayor by 

a two-thirds (2/3) majority of the membership of the legislative council; 

(b) Review the budgets of and appropriate money to the consolidated local 

government; 

(c) Adopt a budget ordinance; 
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(d) Levy taxes, subject to the limitations of the Constitution and the laws of the 

Commonwealth of Kentucky; 

(e) Establish standing and temporary committees; and 

(f) Make independent audits and investigations concerning the affairs of the 

consolidated local government. 

(14) The consolidated local government council shall be known as the legislative council 

of ...................../................... County Metro Government, which shall be a 

combination of the names of the largest city in existence in the county on the date of 

the adoption of the consolidated local government and the county. 

Section 4.   KRS 67C.135 is amended to read as follows: 

(1) After certification of the election at which the voters of a county containing a city of 

the first class have approved the consolidation of a city of the first class and the 

county and after receipt of the 2000 census data, a plan to divide the county into 

twenty-six (26) legislative council districts shall be submitted to the fiscal court in 

order to establish the initial boundaries of the legislative council districts for the 

newly consolidated government. 

(2) The district plan for the legislative council shall be prepared and submitted by 

representatives of a department of geography from the largest public university that 

exists within the county. 

(3) Upon submission of the plan that lays out the initial boundaries of the legislative 

council districts, the fiscal court shall approve the plan within thirty (30) days as 

submitted and without amendment. 

(4) The boundaries of the districts shall be drawn so that the districts are compact and 

contiguous, and the population of each district shall be as nearly equal as is 

reasonably possible. 

(5) (a) Thereafter, and not less than every ten (10) years, except as provided by 

paragraph (b) of this subsection, the legislative council shall initiate 
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redistricting[reapportionment] proceedings in May of the first year following 

the decennial census of the United States to review the districts and 

redistrict[reapportion] them if necessary. 

(b) In lieu of initiating redistricting proceedings in May of the first year 

following the decennial census of the United States, the legislative council 

may defer redistricting its districts until after the General Assembly has 

redistricted the Kentucky senatorial and representative districts, provided 

that the legislative council shall initiate redistricting proceedings no later 

than May of the third year following each decennial census of the United 

States. 

(6) To initiate a redistricting[reapportionment] proceeding, the legislative council shall 

publish notice of the planned redistricting[reapportionment] in accordance with 

KRS Chapter 424. 

(7) In no event shall districts be redistricted[reapportioned] during the period from 

thirty (30) days prior to the last date for filing for candidacy for local government 

office as provided in KRS 118.165 and the regular election for candidates for local 

government office. 

(8) Precinct lines shall be drawn when necessary in accordance with the provisions of 

law. No precinct shall be in more than one (1) district. 

(9) Within twenty (20) days of the establishment of the districts by the legislative 

council, any registered voter of the county may bring an action in the Circuit Court 

to enforce the provisions of this section. The Circuit Court shall hear the action and, 

on a finding that the legislative council has violated the provisions of this section, 

remand the matter to the legislative council. The Circuit Court, in its discretion, 

may allow the prevailing party, other than the legislative council, a reasonable 

attorney's fee, to be paid from the treasury of the local government, as part of the 

costs. 


